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Program Summary:  
This program involved the ethical issues raised where a patent owner attempts to sue two 
different companies on the same patent using two law firms.  The trick is that Law Firm A 
represents the company Law Firm B is suing over the patent in another matter and Law Firm B 
represents the company law firm A is suing in a different matter.   
 
The program consisted of three scenes: (1) a meeting between the law firms 
and the inventor to discuss the patent litigation, (2) a disqualification hearing 
where one of the companies are complaining that the firm is conflicted and 
the firm is saying it will not work with the other firm, and (3) a later 
disqualification hearing that suggests the two firms are working together. 
 

Materials include a script and the slides 
that were used during the skit and during 
the legal discussion of the issues between 
skits. The patent is a humorous invention 
U.S. Patent No. 4,150,505 meant to 
capture certain birds and feed them to 
cats.  The inventor in this skit dressed in 
rather humorous attire.  
 
Setup:  
The program was conducted in a 
courtroom with a projector screen for a 
PowerPoint presentation.  The inventor 
was dressed very “rural” to say the least 
and brought a mock up of the invention.  
For the first scene, you have three people 
around a table.  For the second scene, you 
have two attorneys at a hearing arguing before a judge.  Noah Graubart Explaining Invention 
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Between Scenes the legal narrator would describe the law and the ethical implications of what is 
happening.   
 
During the scenes it helps to keep a slide up that shows who the companies and law firms are and 
how they are related.  

Prof. Hricik Explaining Law Larry Nodine Acting as Judge 


























































































